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' Looking as I do for the prosperity of the many, for
the happiness and content of the workers, what I stand
for is James Connolly's ideal of a Workers' Republic,
a Co-operative Commonwealth. . . . Can any Irishman
take that oath honourably and then go back and
prepare to fight for an Irish Republic, or even to work
for the Republic? It is like a person going to get
married plotting a divorce. I would make a Treaty
with England once Ireland was free, and I would stand
with President de Valera in this, that if Ireland were a
free Republic I would welcome the King of England
over here on a visit. But while Ireland is not free I
remain a Rebel unconverted and unconvertible, . . .
We have been told that we didn't know what it [the
Republic] meant. Now I know what I mean—a state
run by the Irish people for the people. That means a
Government that looks after the rights of the people
before the rights of property, and I don't wish under
the Saorstat to anticipate that the directors of property
and the capitalists' interests are to be the head of it.
My idea is the Workers' Republic for which Connolly
died, and ... a real treaty between a free Ireland and
a free England, with Ireland standing as a free sovereign
state, I believe it would be possible to get that now;
but even if it were impossible, I myself would stand
for what is noblest and what is truest. That is the
thing that I can grasp in my nature. . I have seen the
stars and I am not going to follow a flickering will-o'-
the-wisp.' l
In the summer of 1922 Constance made a tour of the
United States with Kathleen Barry, sister of Kevin
Barry, the medical student hanged in 1920 on ' the
1 From the Official Report of the Debate on the Treaty between
Great Britain and Ireland, signed in London, 6th December 1921.
Public Session of Dail Eireann, Tuesday, January 3, 1922.

